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#1 - Gather real-world data

Put a shout out to your

Twitter network for them to
tell you (and your students)
something. story behind it!)

This could be: |
. What are you doing?
. L o ca tlon (e. g. for My class is trying to find out the most famous historical events that

people were taught at school. Can you help? :~)

Latest: @rerryfreedman: Pros of social n/w = you gain a new
eo ’ a peer group, which is liberating. Cons of social n/w = this can uPd‘“c
be at expense of others. 10 minutes ago

e Temperature (e.qg. for matthewktabor @bualumri @butoday f we had a Boston
Science)

e An interesting historical
fa ct terryfreedman @air73 agreed!

e Their opinion about
something

e Anything, really!

University alumni blog directory, we could all see the work

¢ alumni are doing daily and connect

the week's out if possible

Doug Belshaw (

Y digitalmaverick @tombarrett you're rewriting rules mate,
“’ B\ so you are :-) | actually need to have a chat with you before

This makes learning based
on up-to-date information
and real people (with a real

Q dajbelshaw

324 | 833 ‘s.m?
following | followers | updates

Search

Home

@Replies

Direct Messages 710

Favorites

Everyone

Facebhoak


http://twitter.com/dajbelshaw

#2 -Monitor / GeoTag the "Buzzwords"

First...Use www.twitterfall. Then...use www.twittermap.
com com
e Type in a keyword ("communism", e www.twittermap.com allows you to
"appeasement”, "poverty" - GeoTag users and their posts
whatever) e You therefore get an idea of
e Then watch the results come where certain topics are being
pouring in using twitterfall! discussed most...

Queued Tweets: 16

Hover over stream 10 pause

q Listening to podcast of Hewitt w Beinart last week. XLNT Hewitt takedown
~,  0f Beinart trying to dismiss allusions to Hitler appeasement. #hhrs

& |
> russeitarr W W
The appeasement begins... g ! wonder if my Year 9 historians
—T .

would guess which Industrial
Revolution heroes have been put onto

Indeed. It looks to me that Obama is out of sync with the
American voting public with his Iran appeasement strategy

The appeasement begins:
#ada #tcot #hhrs



http://www.twitter.com/russeltarr

#3 - Summarise topics/views as tweets

First...Use www. Then...students do the
historicaltweets.com same!
e This gives some great ideas about e Produce a Tweet dialogue
how famous people might between two opposing characters
summarise their ideas / (e.g. King Harold and William the
experiences as "Tweets" in 140 Conqueror) about a key issue...
characters max! e Summarise a topic / concept /

viewpoint as a tweet; each student
should be given a different one to
focus on

Damn candles! Another dinner date,
wasted. Will never get lucky unless | can |
| ‘set the mood’ w/o setting bed on fire. Russel Tarr (

10:01 PM November 11, 1877 from

| i -

.‘ : QE? thom édison


http://www.twitter.com/russeltarr

#4 - Really simple one - tweetstory

First...Choose your theme Then...students follow via
twitterfall,choose the best
e Genre - Fairy Tale, Sports Story, ones and edit them into a
Adventure etc. coherent story

e Give it a standard story opener
and tweet this to your network

e Ask network to continue the story e Great for editing skills, story
In tweets, collaborating with the structure etc.
previous tweets and following e \Where will your network take the
them via www.twitterfall.com or a story?

#tag


http://twitter.com/kevinmulryne

#5 - Collate classroom views

H omewor k (or netbooks or ICT room) .

First...set up new twitter
account with name of topic
or question

e EG: Students discussing current
economic climate might be:
SaveOrSpend

e Ask pupils to tweet
@SaveOrSpend which they think
is the wisest thing to do with your
hard earned cash, or Government
taxes

e Any topic that has an open
question to ask

Then the twitter account
collates the classes tweets in a

web page...

http://twitter.com/saveorspend

(that's a dummy address so no need to URL it)

e Instant collaborative web page with
contributors' identities included

>



http://twitter.com/daibarnes

#6 - Let parents follow
what you are up to

lain Hallahan (@don iain)

Set up a new Twitter account for your class - you will possibly
want to 'protect’ your updates. Invite parents to 'follow' you, and
they can see what the class are up to from any computer (home,
work, internet cafe...) at any time of the day or night. They might
even tweet back now and again!

I IMSLewis Our weather words today were cloudy, damp and
overcast. Not a nice day!

I IMSLewis After formal skills, diary and snack we had a fabulous
drumming workshop!

‘ IMSLewis We were doing measuring work with measuring jugs
and millilitres this afternoon, then we designed our own tartans!



# 7 - Find out where people are

Put up a tweet asking people Benefits:

to give you their location. Gives class an immediate set
Class first estimate distance of places and distances to
from school, then use an atlas  research.

to gauge distance. Interested to find out where
Then using Google Earth - people are and who they are!

can place mark where they
are and find out distances.
Retweet results!

I
L &

’\



http://twitter.com/dawnhallybone

#8 - Short but sweet

Give children individually the
twitter 140 characters rule -
they have to write story
Intfroduction, character
description or whole story.
Results can then be posted
onto twitter or via blogs

In groups tell children they
are to play pass it on - but
must do this in only twitter
'speak’ 140 characters.
They then add to it around
the group and can be shared
iIn same way!



http://twitter.com/dawnhallybone

#9 - Twitter Poll

How do adult opinions differ from the views of the
class?

Use a twitter poll to collect and graph opinions about a
controversial issue.

with due respect to


http://twitter.com/noeljenkins
http://twitter.com/iusher
http://twtpoll.com/

#10 - Word Morph

Student stuck trying to find a new or interesting word? Is the
student's writing clique or lacking descriptive language?

Use twitter to send out a word and have your network give the
students synonym and other meanings, thereby testing the literacy
strength of your PLN. Or have classrooms connect during writing
workshops. Then have the students help each other create

clouds of a word and the words that are synonyms, antonyms, and
examples to foster stronger and more descriptive writing. The

Wordle clouds become help posters during writing for the rest of the
year.
*this wordle created by my 8th grade class, we started with BAD
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http://twitter.com/danreeve
http://www.wordle.net/

don_iain

#11 -
Come together...."......

Find someone in another class, school, country who is interested in the same
topic you are. Following each other on Twitter, share information, resources
and ideas. Help each other find answers or even suggest questions

Example - Rain Forest

e Primary class, primary teacher, class from special school,
teacher (special), secondary class, secondary teacher and
subject expert all linked via Twitter

e Sharing resources/learning with others is easy and context
specific

e Primary/special pupils can tweet questions to secondary
pupils who can either answer from prior knowledge or
investigate. Subject expert able to make sure all is correct

e Twitter quiz set by secondary pupils as plenary activity for
special/primary pupils




#12 - Point of View and Character Development

Based on a novel or short story...

e After a study of point of view and character development

e Students become a character and create a twitter account ex: @janeeyre,
@rochester

e Students use their study of that character to create conversations around key
events in the plot

e Would be even more interesting to focus on events and situations that are
omitted from the text, but referred to, so the students are creating their own
fiction based on their knowledge of the writer, the time period, and the
characters

Heidi Van Riper,


http://twitter.com/hlvanrip

#13 - GeoTweets

Following in the footsteps of Tip #1 and #7

Introduce your class to the features
of Google Earth by asking your
Twitter network for a small piece of
location info.

Challenge your class to find the
teachers who have replied.

Try to gather some evidence that

you have found them - name on . &?%}'}"J{S?Sﬁé°£"£?£§t§9?’38‘;’35!1? Janary 86, 2003 fom ktaetec i
football pitch, distinct shape of i

building - something to prove they — §g7 sheemsp @ombarret v cise can you g ne soLocke
Eaeé?ybvevﬁr? Ir? iiniﬂi‘o. ool el o e
Use different Google Earth layers of

information to help with the search.

G|VeS a great real purpose tO the e Riptide_Furse @tombarrett Hi Mr. Barrett's class can you find the
use of Google Earth Pentagon in Arlington, VA 08:26 AM January 09, 2008 from im in reply to

tombarrett @&

maggle @tombarrett look at the intersection of Henderson Rd and N
George Mason Drive for Barrett Elementary School & riptide 09:15 AM
January 09, 2008 from web in reply to tombarrett = &

— Rlptlde_Furse @tombarrett 's class I'm actually down the road a bit from
m the Pentagon Lat. 38°52'23.70"N Long. 77° 6'40.52"W 08:59 AM January 09,
2008 from im in reply 1o tombarrett . &

r/
.

JLWagner @tombarrett -— | am at Latitude: 333556N Longitude
1171645W 05:27 AM January 09, 2008 from web In reply to tombarrett



http://twitter.com/tombarrett
http://tbarrett.edublogs.org/2008/01/18/geotweets-inviting-your-network-into-the-classroom/

#14 - Global Assembly

e Ask you Twitter network to comment
on local or national issues for a class

or whole school assembly.

In the past | have asked mine to
comment on the question, "What
does WATER means to them?" and
"What does a new term mean to
you?"

With a global, if somewhat still
limited, perspective we were able to
talk about how world climate
differences can influence such a
commodity.

Ask you network to comment on the
iIssue you are discussing and to
ensure they provide where they are.

usher Giombarret! 'm n Aylesury, Backs A new lerm s 3 fesh

ped e OF PApEr Wil AOTHNG DI HOrm LSl Dores wellen on 1 Now,
~?‘ WHETE'S My DENT 1019 AN Septernded 04, 2008 Bom Swhird i teply 2

WrHwTes

~ S tasteach i QombarTest as 3 feacher, new Kods, New i3eas 10 try out
"~ more fechnoiogy 10 Use I particotar 10 15 AM Septemper 08, 2008 Spm
Swhirl N teply B0 lombane?

¥ tasteach i @omOaTent tme 10 St afvesh, forget what happened n

BET | e past stat anew wih new rends and new teacher 0 16 AM
Secternder 04 2009 fom haturl i reply 13 SomBaTed

' y, ewaldhuls @omOaret Exctement aming New things, few
divectures and 3 B¢ scary - Chrs « Sydney, Aastrala 100 as
Sectarmler 04 2008 Som wed N cegly 5 fombasee

I HGJohn @ombamet! GOOd Ltk with Ine few term. Olymgics Theme
S Toe what you can achweve ¥ you iry really hard? Stockport. 0928 AM
S — Sactarmbar 04 2003 Som hwmurt i reply 13 0mBaTes

SUNAYBOYEVANS @IomDar: tfl Meard INe el of Ntw pentd Cases

and box esh note DOOKS - 3 Clean siale and 2 Chance 10 put mestakes

t-ehn‘ 33 0AG0N OF 19 AN Saptemodr 04 2008 Fom whirt I fegly %

otaidert
DO Of fefresned ViIONS AnNS NS 100 New CORADOIANONS. 0% 02 AN
Sacternler 08 2008 Yorn wid N Aty 10 10M0are

Jennpioca Gormbarmet! A chance 10 Buld on what we've Begun now o
T we CNOSILAN] St ONeY & whdle 108 Defler Melou™e, Ausliata

“ ST AT AN Septemided T4, 2008 BoM Yeturt I tedh 1 endurt el

DT Te® Sydoey, means Pewh spportunBes. e Bement


http://twitter.com/tombarrett
http://tbarrett.edublogs.org/2008/09/06/a-little-help-from-my-network/

#15 - Word Play

Games... Post a Word and Guess...

how many new words
can be formed?

"What does it mean?"

Use to
post definitions. Who
can guess the correct
meaning?



http://twtpoll.com
http://twitter.com/bookminder

#16 - Twiddeo

Use http://beta.twiddeo.com/
to upload videos from mobile
phones to a

W twitter #ashtag or @ccount

on a field trip or day out to the
museum etc


http://beta.twiddeo.com

t17 - Communicate with experts

@turrean | am cumrently working out the bugs In the system
Broadcasting at 2:10 would be good, [ will try to be onin a few
minutes 2 fest
There are loads of experts on
g @turrean | found out that the MESSENGER spacecraft is the size
Twitter these days, and some are - jicsbblinde | |
willing to talk to the kids. Find an
author, a scientist, a local

c c | Just found out that | can video stream WWOOOOHOO00O01 |
h|St0r|an e Does anyone want to chat with me from my website? If so @ what
- time 7
has many twitter
streams, as do It's too bad you all cannot see everything | can see here. A lot of
(teachers who work this work will not be avallable until the scientists publish thelr work
on NASA projects.) They're S 3 el
Twitter-friendly! - _
icdspidersensed Thanks | am trying to get things to wou as fast asi
find out about them. Is there anything you are interested in finding
out
@porchdragon a 3rd grade will be brainstorming questions 4 uin a
few minutes--hope you're ready! Anything u would like them 2
Know?

new broadcast @ 2:10 make sure you use twitter to text me

e e mm e e e e e e e e e


http://twitter.com/turrean
http://twitter.com/nasa
http://btc.montana.edu/messenger/teachers/current_fellows.php
http://btc.montana.edu/messenger/teachers/current_fellows.php
http://twitter.com/porchdragon

webpage updates.

#18 -

/'f éachers are often locked into using\\.
. particular website builders. )

\,:__\ _— o __‘\»"‘»/»./

- et

~ S~

Adding a
/' means being able to add
. instant web updates any |
. time, anywhere.

\ 4

N v

~ <

-/

”,«--""/'I'hese updates can be viewed
/by everyone who visits your
. website--even parents who've
" never heard of Twitter.

EWwittedq

Use a Twitter widget for instant

)'k A e

) Paws4Reading
o

¥ -

} Foll

yYWe

Want to visit Alaska or Hawail some day'
Listen to what the KC Blend kids learned
from each other about these states,
o /fow . ly/9Yq

lays ago Ll

nia Primary welcomes our new Principal

ayl Welcome, welcome!
% days ago W
Our PrekK class visited in their Pajamas to
read about Penguins. Guess what |etter
they're learning about!
11 days ago

2 %

Mrs. Dale's class discuss their favorite
Cinderella versions:
http://ed.voicethread.com/share/30597 1/

GET WIDGET >>



http://twitter.com/turrean
http://twitter.com/badges

#19 - Monitor the learnina.process

: It's useful to the students: they
While they work on become aware of their own

assignments, stimulate you learning process + it's a way of
students to tweet and rep|y collaborative learning.
about:
e stuff they learn
e difficulties they face | T A
: t's useful to the teacher: eac
¢ tIpS they want to Share_ students learning process
e great resources they find becomes visible and can be
® evaluated.
In this way, Twitter replaces
the students logbook


http://twitter.com/driesvangils
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20 - How Probable?

When learning about probability and the language of

chance in mathematics, use your Twitter network to offer
a real world response to your questions.

e "What are the chances you will see a deer today?"
e "What are the chances it will snow where you are?"

e With a variety of people in different locations you will hopefully have a variety
of different responses.

e | have used this successfully for a few years now in my maths lessons, and
the different language used in replies provides a great teaching opportunity.
From "50/50" to "Buckley's Mate" !

e Twitter replies could then be captured, added to a IWB notebook and placed
on a probability scale or indeed a map of the origin, sparking further
discussion about how this affects the probability of different events.

describe the probability THAT IT WILL SNOW TOMORROW WHERE YOU

tombarrett Maths lesson-probabiiity-pls tell my class a word or two to
L W4 ARE. Location? 09:16 AM March 04, 2008 from twhirl .= &

jonesieboy @tombarrett quite possible - maybe a 1 in 4 chance? East
Lothian Scotland. 09:22 AM March 04, 2008 from web in reply to tombarrett



#21. Twalter-egos

Following a discussion with @tonycassidy on Enquiry in
Geography, we thought about creating a fictional alter-ego
In Twitter who would develop as a ‘character’' who had a
back story.

After this had been developed, they could be 'introduced’
to classes, who could follow, and do activities based on
past tweets.

Created 3 characters. The most developed is
@pensionerfrank

My farming character is being followed by Farmer's
WeekKly.

Blog post with details

! pensionerfrank

time to put the kettle on, if | can find it
I Alice and | might wander down to
the beach later


http://twitter.com/GeoBlogs
http://livinggeography.blogspot.com/2009/02/twalter-ego.html

H22 -

e Have students find websites, pictures, or other online
documents that fit a certain criteria related to your subject
area.

o For example, if you are studying China, you could have
students locate a map of China before PRC was formed
or a narrative account of the Tiananmen Square incident.

e Students then post links to Twitter, and once a resource has
been posted, it can not be posted by another student/group.

e This could be used in conjunction with teaching research
skills & information literacy and/or as a method for collecting
resources.



http://twitter.com/ccahillmn

Twitter is the most brilliant trip-tracker. | used it last

- year on a 100km charity walk, so that those

supporting and sponsoring could follow our journey,
iand am using it again for a school trip:

It updates instantly, works from a mobile phone, and
can also upload photographs that are geotagged, so
parents of those pupils can be part of the trip, the rest
of the school can watch developments, and those on
the trip have a brilliant record of what they got up to!


http://twitter.com/hadrianswall09
http://twitter.com/hadrianswall09
http://twitter.com/mrlockyer

Twitter is perfect for teaching info

which can be learned in any order

and taught in small amourb

- No class interaction, no
links, just pure information.

This could raise your profile as an
expert in your field. Your students
could be your class or anyone
anywhere. Plus, they can follow

you for life.
Angela Alcorn -

#24 - Teach bite-sized Iinfo

Examples / ideas for
dedicated education Tweets:

e Medical terminology
e Advanced English words
e Shakespeare quotes

e Preschool activities
e DIY tips

e Study tips
e Geography
e Gardening
e Singing

e Historical fac
e Trivia

e \Whatever you know!

Alexander the great
successfully invaded India in
327BC, but turned back
without exerting power.



http://netsavoir.wordpress.com/2009/05/21/a-guide-to-teaching-on-twitter/
http://netsavoir.wordpress.com/2009/05/21/a-guide-to-teaching-on-twitter/
http://netsavoir.wordpress.com/2009/05/21/a-guide-to-teaching-on-twitter/
http://twitter.com/smange
http://twitter.com/frenchmot
http://twitter.com/cookbook

#25 - Twitter as a Research Diary

If you are a researcher, you may use twitter as a
research diary for your daily classroom findings

through:
- sharing
- reflecting
- engaging
- inquiring &
- reporting
By getting back to your tweets, you will defir

accumulated materials, links, notes, and reflections that
could contribute to your final research report.

Invite your colleagues, other experts, or even your
supervisors to check your progress of 'what you are doing' and
to offer you instant advice & feedback if possible.



http://twitter.com/tweet4education

#26 - Historical Figures

Invite your students or classes to
generate a Twitter account for a
historical figure.

For example Samuel Pepys has an
account and has been explaining his
experiences during the London fires.
A hauntingly effective way of gaining
Insight.

This concept could be applied to any time

period.
e \What would an Egyptian Vizier report
during the construction of the pyramids?
e A nobleman within the court of Henry
VIII7?
e Children during evacuation?

samuelpepys

‘& Follow

Lord! how Sir G. Carteret do
discourse about his accounts like a
man that understands them not one
word. | held my tongue and let him go
on.

bout 2 hours ag

Comes Anthony JO}’CE to see me, and with tears told me his losse,
but yet that he had something left that he can live well upon.
about 5 hours ago from AP

| do not find that | have lost any thing but two little pictures of ship
and sea, and a little gold frame for one of my sea-cards

bout 8 hours adg

Historical recount
published on the same

date in history would be
very powerful.




#27 - Students tweeting current news events

Students use twitter to report real time ICT news events. As
part of their A level coursework they have to assess the

impact of ICT on society. A teacher account

is followed
but students who set up an
account specifically for tweeting
news accounts. They have to
tweet at least once during a 7 day
period, ensuring that no other
pupil has tweeted the same topic.
As they complete their
coursework they review previous
tweets.

i i



http://www.twitter.com/MrAICTTweetNews
http://twitter.com/infernaldepart

#28 - Recreating History

Children could research and write the tweets for a historical

character. We used to tell the story of Robert
Catesby, Gunpowder Plot mastermind, after Guy Fawkes had
been captured. was used to schedule the tweets to
appear at a later date. was then used to receive
feedback.
LCS RCatesby £ Featured
)‘- Home Feed
The children really enjoyed researching the topic &l LCS_RCatesby f]
and loved having an audience for their work. o R i

This could be repeated with other schools taking
on other roles within the plot.

We've still got 80 miles to go...

wiédy LCS_RCatesby
-4,

I'm riding to the Red Lion it's a horrible day and Ll

-~

al


http://www.twitter.com/LCS_RCatesby
http://www.hootsuite.com
http://www.wallwisher.com/wall/rcatesby

#29 - Twits 'n' Tweets

We listened to the Twits audio book and after each chapter the class composed a
tweet to describe the key events of the chapter they had heard.

We then collected the ideas together, discussed how hard it was (limiting the
amount of characters is such a good thinking skill especially | find for boys) and
then created our final class one which we posted.

The children loved the idea of me typing directly onto the page and then seeing it
be published on the internet.

We extended our use throughout our book week.

Robert Drummond >> >>


http://robertdrummond.wordpress.com/
http://blogs.wled.org.uk/uphallps/

#30 - Multi-media Class Newspapers

Create a class or project
newsletter at by:
Simply creating either a
specific hashtag # or (safer) a
specific twitter account for the
class/project.

*Going to and creating
the newspaper.

It will auto-publish a very
glamorous multi-media
newspaper from all the # tags
or all the tweeps followed by
the main twitter account and
send it out to those who

:m cribe on an updated daily
2=

Maggie Verster

Students shared links
and tweets become
professional looking
aﬂicles

C— "o - ———— - —



http://paper.li/
http://paper.li/
http://www.twitter.com/maggiev

If you would like to:
e Contribute your ideas and tips to the presentation.
e Let me know how you have used the resource.

e Get in touch.
orlam @ on Twitter

If you add a tip (or even
iIf you don't) please
tweet about it and the
link so more people can
contribute.

| have created a page for all
of the Interesting Ways
presentations - Thanks for helping

The whole family in one
place :-) Have you seen

yet?



mailto:thomasgeorgebarrett@gmail.com
http://twitter.com/tombarrett
http://edte.ch
http://www.flickr.com/photos/33128961@N00/142455033
http://edte.ch/blog/?page_id=424
http://edte.ch/blog/?p=555

